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21. There shall be no obligation to give a set or a duplicate without an agree- 
ment between the parties thereto. But where a bill has been lost before it is 
overdue, the person who was the holder of it shall be entitled to require of the 
drawer another bill of the same tenor, giving security to the drawer if required 
to indemnify him against all persons whatever, in case the bill alleged to have 
been lost shall be found again. No annulling clause need be inserted in duplicates 
if marked as such. 

22. The holder of a bill of exchange shall not be bound in seeking recourse by 
the order of succession of the endorsements, nor by any prior election. 

23. A simultaneous right of action on a bill of exchange shall be allowed 
against all or some or any one of the parties to the bill. 

24. The donneur d'aval (surety upon a bill of exchange) shall be equally 
liable with the person whose surety he is. 

25. The owner of a lost or destroyed bill of exchange has, upon giving security, 
a right to payment of the bill by the acceptor, and the same right against the 
drawer as he would have had if the bill had not been lost or destroyed. 

26. The limitation of actions upon bills of exchange against all the parties 
shall be 18 months from due date. 

27. In the foregoing articles the term bill of exchange shall include promissory 
notes, where such interpretation is applicable, but shall not apply to cheques. 

It was decided that the executive council should communicate the rules 
to the various governments, especially the Dutch Government, which 
intends to invite — and actually has invited — the other governments 
to an international conference on the subject. 



THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

The third annual meeting of the American Society of International 
Law will be held at the New Willard Hotel, Washington, D. C, Friday 
and Saturday, April 23 and 24, 1909. There will be three sessions on 
Friday, the 23d, beginning, respectively, at ten in the morning, half-past 
two, and eight in the evening. There will be but one session on Saturday, 
beginning at ten in the morning. In the afternoon it is expected that 
the President will receive the members of the Society at the White House, 
and in the evening at half -past seven the annual banquet will be held. 

The program of the meeting, together with the names of those who 
take part in the proceedings and the speakers at the banquet, will be 
shortly sent to every member of the Society in the hope that a notice 
so far in advance will enable the members to attend more largely than 
formerly. The tentative program follows : 
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Friday, April 23, 1909 

Ten o'clock 

Presidential address. 

Topic: Arbitration as a judicial remedy: an examination of concrete cases 
actually submitted and decided by arbitration; how far they are of a 
judicial character and how far they have been governed by diplomatic 
convenience. 

Half-past two o'clock 

Topic: The nature and definition of political offense in international extradition. 

Eight o'clock 
General address: 

The development of international law by judicial decisions in the United 
States : 

1. The Supreme Court. 

2. The Court of Claims. 

Saturday, April 24, 1909 
Ten o'clock 

Topic: The constitution and powers which an international court of arbitral 

justice should possess. 
Topic: The equality of nations. 

Half-past two o'clock 

Keception by the President of the United States to the members of the 
Society at the White House. 

Half-past seven o'clock 
Banquet at the New Willard Hotel. 

The committee in charge of the program has aimed to give continuity 
to its proceedings and make the published volume containing them of 
permanent value. It is a commonplace that international disputes should 
be arbitrated rather than settled by force, but to be effective arbitration 
should be a judicial method. Negotiation and compromise belong to 
diplomacy, not to the law court. The committee therefore has decided 
to submit arbitral decisions to a careful and seaching examination in 
order to ascertain in how far arbitration has been judicial and in how 
far, judged by concrete cases, nations have submitted and therefore are 
willing to submit international controversies to judicial settlement. 
Having thus shown that international disputes are constantly settled by 
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arbitration and that arbitration either is or should be judicial rather than 
diplomatic, Saturday morning's session will be devoted to a consideration 
of the question whether a permanent court rather than temporary com- 
missions should not be constituted in which nation may sue nation 
without the embarrassment and delay necessarily involved in the selection 
of judges and the constitution of a court. 

In the next place the composition and necessary powers of the court 
will receive careful consideration, and it is hoped that members of the 
Society — perhaps the Society itself — will express its views upon the 
modification in actual practice of the theoretical equality of states. If a 
permanent court could be composed of one member from each nation the 
problem would be simple, but to be wieldy and serviceable the judges 
can not well represent more than a third of the nations at one time. 
The great difficulty is therefore to devise a method of composition 
acceptable to all members of the family of nations. It is the hope of 
the committee that the leading papers and the discussions upon the floor 
will throw light upon the subject and that they will in printed form 
appeal to a large circle of readers. 

The occasional request for extradition of a fugitive for an alleged 
political offense makes the question of "the nature and definition of 
political offense in international extradition " timely as well as important. 
The subject is timely because the fugitive pleads the political nature of 
his offense if there be the slightest justification for it. The subject is 
important because our treaties of extradition forbid the surrender of the 
fugitive for the commission of a political offense. It is therefore essential 
that the nature and definition of a political offense be clearly understood. 

It is frequently stated that the Supreme Court of the United States 
is the prototype of a supreme court of nations, and partisans of an inter- 
national tribunal refer with pleasure and pride to our Supreme Court. 
As the Constitution provides that members of the American Union may 
sue and be sued in the Supreme Court, and as the causes of suit may be 
infinitely varied, it follows that the Supreme Court is often called upon 
to render decisions of great importance to international law. If we bear 
in mind that the Supreme Court has original jurisdiction " in all cases 
affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and counsels, and those in 
which a State shall be a party," it is obvious that the- Supreme Court 
of the United States must deal with many and intricate questions of 
international law. It is therefore not only interesting but important 
that the functions of the Supreme Court in the development of inter- 
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national law be made clear. As the United States is suable in its Court 
of Claims, and as many international claims have been decided by this 
tribunal, a survey of its jurisdiction and important decisions will be of 
genuine interest to students of international law. 

As every paper is open to discussion, it is not unreasonable to expect 
that the third annual meeting of the Society will be both interesting and 
profitable. 



